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MISSOULA--
UM STUDIES IN-STATE EFFECTS 
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The Bureau of Business and Economic Research (BBER) at the University of Montana 
in Missoula is doing research on a project entitled "Water Use and Coal Development in 
Eastern Montana," according to BBER Director Maxine C. Johnson. 
Johnson, who is an associate professor of business administration at UM, said the 
project is being funded under a $34,742 grant from the Office of Water Resources Research, 
U.S. Department of the Interior. 
"In our study we are looking at potential changes in population, employment and 
income in eastern Montana as a result of several possible levels of coal development," 
Johnson said. "We are trying to determine the probable impact that alternative levels 
of coal development wi I I have." 
Commenting on the over-alI objective of the study, Johnson said: ''We feel our purpose 
is to provide beneficial and objective information to state and local officials and to 
the general public." 
Results of the project, which has been underway for about a year, are expected to be 
published this December. 
Dr. Paul E. Polzin, BBER research associate and an associate professor of business 
administration at UM, is principal investigator for the project. 
Research is being done by Montana State University, Bozeman, on other economic 
aspects of water use and state coal development, Johnson said. 
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